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TOP ROW Los Angeles
County Museum of
Art; Broad Contem-
porary Art Museum
at LACMA; Corey
Helford Gallery in
Culver City; LACMA’s

| Urban Light. BOTTOM
ROw Downtown’s
Robert Reynolds
gallery; Penetrable
installation on loan
at LACMA; recent
Chuck Close
exhibition at Blum
& Poe in Culver City;
temporary mural at
Downtown L.A. Art

- Walk Lounge.




ROYAL/T IS
PACKED
FOR LUNCH, WITH EVERYONE FROM SONY

PICTURES EXECUTIVES TO GALLERY HOPPERS TO
CHILDREN WIELDING CRAYONS OVER COLORING
BOOKS. Awaitress dressed in a short, crinoline-flounced brown dress and white
apron in the style of a Tokyo meido kissa (maid cafe) is proffering a tray of cupcakes
topped with bright fillips of colorful frosting. On the walls of this Culver City spot
are fanciful art pieces inspired by anime and graffiti, many by well-known artists.

“All my art friends and fellow art collectors couldn’t believe I would leave New
York City for L.A.,” says Royal/T owner Susan Hancock of her move four years ago.
“Ithink now they’re jealous

That’s because Los Angeles, after decades of living in New York’s shadow, is
having a coming-out party as a legitimate art capital. The celebration began last fall
when artists, collectors, and dealers came from all over the world for the opening
weekend of Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A. 1945-1980. The series of exhibitions
shows works from the period after World War IT when the city’s first wave of artists
worked in a mostly isolated art environment. Not anymore. Today the scene is an
exciting mix of renowned museums, young collectors, great art schools, and galler-
ies concentrated in neighborhoods for easy hopping from exhibit to exhibit.

“The artists who led the way found L.A. to be a place where they could make
something new, something different from what was happening on the East Coast,”
says Michael Govan, CEO and director of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

It took courage for L.A. artists to thumb their noses at the East Coast establish-
ment. But as the city gains a reputation, how long will that rebel spirit survive?

Susan Hancock, for one, isn’t worried. As a novice art collector in New York, she
found it challenging to establish a foothold. In L.A., she points out, the stars are in
the entertainment business, not the art world, which is much more accessible than
itis in New York. Witness her oddball gallery-shop-cafe, which would have received
a cooler reception on the East Coast but is wildly popular here. “In this day and age,”
she says, “it’s no longer necessary that you move to New York to ‘make it

A quick trip around L.A’’s most invigorated gallery areas is enough to confirm not
only the vitality of L.A’s art scene, but also its damn-the-torpedoes spirit.

RECENT RISE OF L.A. ART

THE CULVER CITY SCENE
In 2003, when the gallery Blum & Poe
opened on a sun-blasted, dingy block of
industrial storefronts in Culver City, the
epicenter of L.A’s art scene was Bergamot
Station Arts Center, a collection of 35
galleries in an old station in Santa Monica.
But it wasn’t long before Culver City’s
large spaces and cheap rents attracted
others: Last year’s Artwalk Culver City
included 38 galleries and exhibition spaces.
The galleries tend to show more estab-
lished artists, but that doesn’t mean the
art is conservative. On a recent Saturday,
Richard Jackson’s installation at David
Kordansky Gallery centered on a rotating
sculpture of a little girl embracing an
upside-down pink unicorn spattered in
manic bursts of bright paint. So were
the floor and walls, where representations
of formal geometric paintings by Frank
Stella alternated with clouds and gold
stars. On Washington Boulevard,
Cardwell Jimmerson Contemporary
Art had Sub-Pop, a flashy show of pop
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