B WESTERN VISTA

WANDERINGS: VENTURA, C:

Ventura is a low-key artists” community with considerable charm

wriTTEN BY Laurel Delp

Had the freeway not so dramatically sliced the city of Ventura
from its oceanfront, it might have long ago matched better-known, mete
upscale artsy coastal enclaves Laguna Beach or Carmel-by-the-Sea. But
cut the freeway did, in the late 1950s, and for decades Vent l

reason an Angeleno visited Ventura was
for the funky vintage, antiques and col- ;  fore
nd artful presentation add to the

lectibles shops that lined Main Street. It L
rk on Main.

was easy to breeze through a few shops

on the way to or from Santa Barbara
and completely fail to notice Ventura’s
considerable charm.

That charm includes the historic San
Buenaventura Mission, originally built
in 1782 by friar Junipero Serra (who
built missions up and down California),
then rebuilt after a fire in the 1790s;
several 19th century adobes; the Beaux
Arts San Buenaventura City Hall, built
in 1912; and Spanish Colonial revival
and Victorian homes. Much of Main
Street was built in the 1920s, includ-
ing one of California’s early tiled shop-
ping courtyards. Erle Stanley Gardner
created Perry Mason and wrote his
first two books while practicing law in
Ventura. The Renaissance revival build-
ing (opened in 1926), on the corner of
Main and California, where he kept his
law offices, is now named for him.

Of course, the charm didn’t go over-
looked. This laid back, not monstrously
expensive, and laissez-faire community
was for years a magnet for artists and

crafters. In 2007, Business Week online
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places in the country

for artists. Sunshine,

L ; : Wéathef, - good local
ﬁON’T MISS: :

) WAV: 175 5. Ventura Ave,;

- 805.641.0400; www.wavartists.com

 Art ity Studios: 197 Dubbers St;
805.648.1690; www.artcitystudios.com

) Sylvia White Gallery: 1783 £ MainSt;
 805.643.8300; www.sylviawhite.com

non-established artis S {0 he dream. Ver

“ historic downtow to Los Angeles,
DINING: ’ ’ R

The Wine Rack: 145. California St
805.653.9463; www.weaverwines.com

tura pfoyides affordable

Watermark on Main: 598 Main St.;

, - modern college dorm — if college dorms had duplex one-bedroom apartments.
 805.643.6800; www.watermarkonmain.com :

- Hundreds of artists from every discipline — painting, sculpture, music, dance,
The Sidecar Restaurant: 3029 E. Main St
805.653.7433; www.sidecarrestaurant.com

theater, ceramics, crafts — applied for a spot; 77 artists from 21 countries won

(- = - spots at WAV. Walking through open live-in studios during the mid-April official
: Maﬂa Bonita: 256 E. Main St., 805.65 9247 . opening ceremonies, there was no shortage of stories of older artists who'd been
L - rescued from dire straits, balanced by the excitement and enthusiasm of young
artists just getting a start.

0jai Valley Inn & Spa: sos

61111 or 838.697.8780, I dedicate WAV to the arts, the mystery ship of the soul,” said Chris Velasco

to loud cheers at the building’s dedication. He’s the CEO of PLACE, the nonprofit

responsible for building the complex.
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Clockwise from top left: Everywhere you look in WAV, art is dis-

played and being created. Photo: Gaszton Gal | Sculptor Paul Lindhard
is the founder of Art City and a resident of WAV. | WAV shelters and
inspires artists, and visitors can experience the almost palpable
excitement of this complex that allows for the creation of art in every
discipline. Photo: SchafPhoto

there are also more art galleries, more sidewalk cafés, more
interesting restaurants. On warm weekend nights the side-
walks are packed. At The Wine Rack, locals sample wines
and catch up on the latest with their dogs in tow.

One not-to-be-missed spot is Watermark Restaurant,
housed in a building that began life in 1906 as the Ventura
Power Company. [t was remodeled as a bank in 1928, and
then went through many incarnations, often with its best
assets painted or walled over. Today its beautiful bones have
been carefully restored, along with a hand-painted ceiling
and early-California themed murals by Norman Kennedy
in the 1920s, and an elegant onyx-topped bar. A third
floor has been added, and you'd never know it eating the
excellent fresh seafood and local meats and produce at the
quiet, romantic Watermark, but the roof is W2o Lounge
— a crowded dance and drinking spot with a well-dressed,
young crowd. Another great spot on Main Street is at the
opposite end of the spectrum — the affordable, excellent
taqueria Maria Bonita. The Sidecar Restaurant, in an old
railway car, serves American cuisine with an emphasis on

fresh local ingredients.
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