WESTERN VISTA

RENDERING: BROAD STROKES

Led by Marc Whipple, L.A.'s Whipple Russell Architects re-envisions Modernism

writTen By Laurel Delp

a promise to fully listen to the client’s wishes and needs. Nothing unusual there —
except that Marc Whipple appears to really do so. Each of his houses has a distinct
personality — you can almost conjure up the people who commissioned them.
‘Whipple’s art is equally evident, but he has that rare ability to mold his vision into
other people’s fantasies.

He’s the master of instilling Modernism into a variety of styles, from Provengal
to Prairie. Rooms flow into one another, glass walls are sliding doors, soaring ceil-
ings and skylights add to the blurring of the lines between what’s indoors and out.

Listening to the clients, Whipple says, is an art he first developed doing more
than 30 projects for museums, including the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles, the Museum of Contemporary Art and the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art.

“We needed to listen carefully to the curators to understand their needs for
preserving, studying or displaying artifacts,” he says. “More recently we've focused
on the residential sphere, so now we're listening to individuals, couples and farni-
lies. We bring the breadth of our experience to the table, of course. But mainly we
listen to the client.”

As an exhibit designer, Cyrena Nouzille collaborated with Whipple at the

Natural History Museum and the Peterson Automotive Museum. When it was time
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Opposite page, from top: Mandeville Canyon’s pool runs flush to three
walls, reflecting ever-changing light and conjuring a sense that the home
is floating in nature. | Windows and lighted insets add to the magic. This
page, clockwise from top left: The tiled fireplace and Moroccan
inlaid in concrete floors lend the house an ambiguity of style, somewhere
etween Mexican and North African. | The wood-framed glass doors have
an air of rusticity that softens the angles. | The fireplace serves as a divider
n the open-plan living and dining room. | The exterior pond mirrors the use
of water in Andalusian paradise gardens. Photos: Criss Costea
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This page, clockwise from top: The pool frames both the
indoor and outdoor living rooms at the Sierra Mar residence.
Beams in the roof lines extend in an homage to Shinto temples.
| Whipple's hillside houses fairly revel in the spectacular views, |

e master bedroom is spare and modern, but warmed by wood
and a flood of light. | Gleaming mahogany floors and ceiling
heams give the open-plan living and dining room a Zen feeling.
Photos: Criss Costea
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